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SB8 Safe Harbor / Rachel’s Law Act Primary Provisions Overview 
Primary Provisions 

- Provides a legal Safe Harbor provision for children under the age of 18 who are victims of child 
sexual exploitation and trafficking to be treated as victims and not arrested and charged as 
criminals;  

- Expands forfeiture proceedings involving keeping a place of prostitution, pimping, pandering, 
and pandering by compulsion; 

- Imposes an additional penalty of $2,500.00 for any defendant who was 18 years of age or older 
at the time of committing the offense of trafficking a person for sexual servitude; 

- Extends the statute of limitations from age 23 to age 25 for a victim of sex trafficking to take civil 
action against a perpetrator; 

- Requires sex traffickers to be included on the Sexual Offender Registry. 
 
Primary Provisions of Safe Harbor/Rachel’s Law Act subject to the passage of SR7 Constitutional 
Amendment -- If the constitutional amendment does not pass, what will Georgia’s children lose? 

- Much-needed funding for services for child victims of sexual exploitation and trafficking through 
a financial assessment on adult entertainment establishments (equal to the greater of 1 percent 
of the previous calendar year's gross revenue or $5,000.00); 

- Creation of the Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children Fund and the Safe Harbor for 
Sexually Exploited Children Fund Commission; the Commission will: 

o Oversee the disbursement of funds to provide care and rehabilitative and social services 
for sexually exploited children from the Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children 
Fund; 

o Develop a state-wide protocol for helping to coordinate the delivery of services to 
sexually exploited children. 

 
Why a constitutional amendment? 
Because State law requires that all revenue received by the State is to be deposited into its general fund. 
In order for a fee in Georgia to go directly to a trust fund, it must be passed as a constitutional 
amendment. 
 
Text of the SR7 Constitutional Amendment that will be on November 2016 ballot: 
"Shall the Constitution of Georgia be amended to allow additional penalties for criminal cases in which a 
person is adjudged guilty of keeping a place of prostitution, pimping, pandering, pandering by 
compulsion, solicitation of sodomy, masturbation for hire, trafficking of persons for sexual servitude, or 
sexual exploitation of children and to allow assessments on adult entertainment establishments to fund 
the Safe Harbor for Sexually Exploited Children Fund to pay for care and rehabilitative and social services 
for individuals in this state who have been or may be sexually exploited?" 
 


