


Once child abuse or neglect has been reported 

and substantiated, DFCS may initiate 

deprivation (a.k.a. dependency) proceedings in 

juvenile court. 

There are three parties in these proceedings: 

(1) the parents, (2) the children, and (3) the 

Department of Family and Child Services 

(DFCS) 

What Happens After a Child Abuse or 

Neglect Report Has Been Substantiated? 



What Happens at  

Deprivation Proceedings? 

 

 

.  

 

If a judge finds that children were abused or neglected, the 

children are considered “deprived.” 
 

Deprived children may be removed from their home and placed 

with relatives, foster parents, or other caretakers while the parents 

work to correct problems that led to the children’s removal. The 

family periodically returns to court to assess the parents’ progress 

and children’s wellbeing away from home.  
 

The system’s goal is to reunify the parents and children, but if 

reunification is contrary to the children’s best interests, Georgia 

law provides for other permanent options, like termination of 

parental rights and placement with adoptive families. However, 

some children remain in foster care until adulthood. 
 



Current Georgia Law Governing  
Deprivation Proceedings 

 Currently, the juvenile code is unclear as to the 

children’s status as a party, whether children can or 

should attend hearings, and how they should be 

represented. 

– Case law says that children have at least some of the rights 

of parties, but different courts approach whether to appoint 

an attorney differently. 

– In all deprivation proceedings, children are entitled to have 

a guardian ad litem (GAL), who represents what’s in the 

“best interest” of a child to the court, but not the children’s 

own wishes or views.  

 GALs can either be attorneys or CASA volunteers 



“Aging Out” of Foster Care 

 Children “age out” of foster care when they turn 18 

 Many leave foster care without basic support, a family network, 

community connections, jobs, and housing 

 Problems Facing Youth After Foster Care: 

– Lack of education 

– Homelessness 

– Difficulty accessing health care 

– Substance abuse 

– Early parenting 

– Life on public assistance 

– Incarceration 

 



How Can We Improve the Wellbeing 
and Outcomes of Abused Children? 

 

 To improve outcomes for abused children, 

which includes giving them a shot to become 

independent, productive adults, Georgia’s 

Juvenile Code must be changed… 



   What is the Juvenile Code? 

 
 Establishes jurisdiction and sets the rules and 

procedures of the juvenile court 

 Establishes separate juvenile courts to hear 

cases involving children 

 Juvenile courts deal primarily with deprivation, 

delinquency, and status offense cases 
– Delinquent act: an offense committed by a child that would be a 

crime if committed by an adult (robbery, drug possession, e.g.) 

– Status offense: an offense committed by a child that would not 

be a crime if committed by an adult (running away, truancy, e.g.) 

   



    

 JUSTGeorgia is a statewide coalition 
advocating change to Georgia’s 
juvenile code and the underlying social 
service systems to better serve 
Georgia’s children and promote safer 
communities.   

 

 
    

What is ? 



 Created in 2006  

 Includes 500+ Coalition Members (Organizations and 

Individuals) 

 Three Lead Partners: 

1. Georgia Appleseed, 

2. The Barton Child Law and Policy Clinic at   

Emory Law School, and 

3. Voices for Georgia's Children 

 

About JUSTGeorgia 



 It’s been four decades since the Juvenile 
Code was passed 

 

 Amended many times, but never had a full 
review until now 

 

 Experts in the field agree it’s time for a 
review 
 

 
 
 

 
    

 

What We Know 



Why Does the Current Juvenile Code 
Need to Change? 

 The current code does not give children all the 

rights and services they need and deserve. 

 The current code does not reflect research-

based best practices and the latest scientific 

findings on child and adolescent brain 

development.    

 Judges and lawyers who use the current code 

every day describe it as “difficult to use, lacking 

in clarity, and outdated.” 

 

 



History of the Juvenile Code Rewrite 

 The Juvenile Code Rewrite began in 2004 by the 
Young Lawyers Division of the Georgia State Bar. 

 After three years of amendments and compromises, 
the Rewrite (currently known as House Bill 641) 
unanimously passed out of both House and Senate 
Judiciary Committees in February 2012. 

 It unanimously passed in the House in March 2012, but 
was not put up for a Senate vote due to fiscal 
concerns. 

 The bill will be reintroduced in the 2013 legislative 
session.  

 

 



Criminal Justice Reform Council 2011-2012 

 Special Council on Criminal Justice Reform for 
Georgians created by General Assembly in 2011 

 Council undertook: 
– Data-driven analysis of the adult system 

– Development of policy options and recommendations 

 HB 1176 passed the General Assembly unanimously in 
2012 

 Governor Nathan Deal signed legislation into law 

 

 

 



Criminal Justice Reform Council 2012-2013 

 Governor extends the Special Council through 
Executive Order and expands the membership 

 Georgia requested technical assistance from the Pew 
Center on the States and the Annie E. Casey 
Foundation 

 State leaders charge the Special Council with 
identifying ways to: 

– Improve outcomes in the juvenile system 

– Develop fiscally sound, data-driven juvenile justice policies 

– Improve public safety 

– Ensure Georgia’s tax dollars are used effectively and efficiently  

 

 

 



Criminal Justice Reform Council 2012-2013 

 Operating on a parallel track with the Juvenile Code 
Rewrite 

 Two working groups: 
– Community Supervision and Services (examining ways to 

improve supervision and services for juveniles in the 
community) 

– Juvenile Dispositions and Use of Out of Home Placements 
(examine existing policies regarding juvenile dispositions 
(sentences) and the use of out of home placements 

 

 



Substantive Changes in Dependency 

 Requires that children in all dependency proceedings be 

represented by a traditional attorney. 

– Children must also be appointed a GAL, but this 

appointment CANNOT be in the place of an attorney 

 The same person can serve as both attorney and GAL unless there is 

a conflict 

– Right to an attorney cannot be waived 

 Promotes achieving permanency faster: 

– Requires an initial review hearing within 75 days of a child’s 

removal from his or her home, and a subsequent review 

hearing within four months after that. Currently, the initial 

review must happen within 90 days, and subsequent 

reviews occur at six month intervals.  

 



Substantive Changes in Independent 
Living Services 

 Independent Living Services (ILS) are services that allow 
adolescent foster children and young adults who recently aged 
out of foster care to successfully transition into self-sufficient 
adulthood. 

 While DFCS currently offers ILS, the current code does not 
require it.  

– The quality of services is inconsistent across Georgia. 

 The Rewrite would require DFCS to administer a system of ILS 
across the state. 

 Examples of ILS programs include opportunities for sports and 
extra-curricular activities, mentor programs, educational and 
career plans, internship opportunities, assessments and 
periodic reviews of individualized goals and needs, subsidized 
independent housing, mental health services, substance abuse 
counseling, and life skills classes 

 

 



 For More Information 

 

 

 Visit our website www.justgeorgia.org 

 Join the e-mail list 

 Join the JUSTGeorgia Coalition! 
    

 

http://www.justgeorgia.org/

